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FOR EUR ANDREWS AND SEYMOUR 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 IMP/DET 
TAGS: SOPN 

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO GIVE BACKGROUNDER ON TENSIONS IN 
RL RUSSIAN SERVICE 

REF: GILMORE/SEYMOUR TELECONS OF AUGUST 29 

1 . INTRO AND SUMMARY. MICHAEL GETLER, BONN CORRESPONDENT OF 
WASHINGTON POST, PLANS TO WRITE ARTICLE ON ALLEGED ANTI-SEMITISM 
IN RADIO LIBERTY'S RUSSIAN SERVICE. PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS 
TWOFOLD: FIRST, TO REQUEST THAT DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZE ME AS 
OFFICER RESPONSIBLE FOR LIAISON WITH RFE/RL TO OFFER GETLER A 
"DEEP BACKGROUND" BRIEFING; AND SECONDLY, TO OUTLINE IN GENERAL 
TERMS MANNER IN WHICH I PROPOSE TO APPROACH SUCH A BRIEFING. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. RATIONALE FOR REQUEST. REQUEST THAT I OFFER GETLER BACKGROUNDER 
CAME FROM EMBASSY BONN WHICH REGARDS GETLER AS RESPONSIBLE 
JOURNALIST. EMBASSY FEELS THAT IT WOULD BE IN OUR INTEREST 

TO DO BACKGROUNDER HERE SO THAT ANY STORY WHICH MIGHT APPEAR 
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IN POST WOULD BE AS BALANCED AND FACTUAL AS POSSIBLE. 

FILING OF A FACTUALLY ACCURATE STORY FROM BONN MIGHT, MOREOVER, 
FORESTALL POSSIBLE EFFORT BY POST'S WASHINGTON OFFICE TO PIECE 
TOGETHER A STORY BASED ON BITS OF INFORMATION GATHERED FROM 
SOURCES AVAILABLE THERE. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT GETLER MIGHT 
CONCLUDE ON BASIS OF BACKGROUNDER THAT A STORY ON ALLEGED ANTI- 
SEMITISM AT RL WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE HELPFUL. 
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3. RFE/RL SPOKESMAN SUSPECT. GETLER IS NOT REPEAT NOT INTERESTED 

IN TALKING WITH RFE/RL SPOKESMAN HERE WHOM HE REPORTEDLY REGARDS 
AS HIGHLY EVASIVE. GETLER'S ATTITUDE TOWARD SPOKESMAN 
CONSTITUTES ADDITIONAL REASON FOR OFFERING BACKGROUNDER. 

4. PROPOSED APPROACH. ALTHOUGH DEGREE OF CONCRETENESS WITH 
WHICH I WOULD DISCUSS PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE CONFRONTED RUSSIAN 
SERVICE WOULD DEPEND ON HOW MUCH GETLER HAS LEARNED FROM OTHER 
SOURCES, I PROPOSE TO APPROACH BACKGROUNDER ALONG FOLLOWING 
GENERAL LINES: 

A) I WOULD BEGIN BY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT THERE HAVE 

BEEN SOME TENSIONS AND SOME CASES OF PERCEIVED ANTI-SEMITISM 

IN RL'S RUSSIAN SERVICE. 

B ) I WOULD SUGGEST THAT THESE TENSIONS SHOULD BE SEEN IN 
LIGHT OF VAST DIFFERENCES IN EXPERIENCE, CONVICTION AND 
ASPIRATION BETWEEN THOSE RUSSIAN EMIGRE EMPLOYEES OF RUSSIAN 
SERIVCE WHO CAME TO WEST AS PART OF "THIRD WAVE " (FROM 
LATE 1960'S TO PRESENT) OF EMIGRATION AND THOSE WHO CAME TO WEST 
IN PRE WWII OR IMMEDIATE POST WWII PERIODS. RL RUSSIAN SERVICE 
PRESENTS, THEREFORE, BROAD SPECTRUM OF POLITICAL VIEWS, 

ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS AND RELIGIOUS PREFERENCES. THE SOME TIMES 
SHARP DIFFERENCES IN OUTLOOK BETWEEN GREAT RUSSIANS WHO ARE 
OTHODOX CHRISTIANS, ON THE ONE HAND, AND JEWISH EMIGRES WHO CAME 
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TO WORK AT THE RADIO AS PART OF "THIRD WAVE," ON THE OTHER, 

ARE MANIFESTED DAILY AT RL. 

C) SOME OF THE OLDER GREAT RUSSIAN EMPLOYEES AT RL HAVE 
FELT AND STILL FRET. THAT RL PROGRAMMING HAS BECOME TOO 
COSMOPOLITIAN AND LACKS THE "TRUE RUSSIAN SPIRIT." SEVERAL 
EMPLOYEES WHO REPRESENT THE "THIRD WAVE" HAVE SOMETIMES SUSPSECTED 
THAT MANY OF THE OLDER GREAT RUSSIAN EMIGRES ARE ENGAGED 

IN A BEHIND-THE-SCENES EFFORT TO SLANT RL'S PROGRAMMING TO 
CORRESPOND TO THEIR POLITICAL AND SOCIAL BELIEFS. THE PHENOMENON 
OF ANTI-SEMITISM. LATENT OR ACTIVE, REAL OR PERCEIVED, WHICH HAS 
BEEN A PROBLEM FOR SOVIET AND RUSSIAN SOCIETY FOR AT LEAST A 
CENTURY, SOMETIMES COMES INTO PLAY IN CASES OF OPEN DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN THESE OLDER AND NEWER EMIGRES. 

D) AT TIMES A FEW OF THE EMIGRE EMPLOYEES AT RL HAVE BELIEVED 
THAT THE AMERICAN MANAGEMENT WAS SIDING WITH EITHER THE NEWER 
"THIRD WAVE" EMIGRES OR THE OLDER, GREAT RUSSIAN EMIGRES. I 
STRONGLY BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT NO REPEAT NO DISPASSIONATE 
OBSERVER IN POSSESSION OF ALL THE PERTINENT FACTS COULD COME 

TO THE AMERICAN MANAGEMENT OF RL HAD CONSCIOUSLY SHOWN 
PARTIALITY TO ANY EMIGRE VIEWPOINT. RL'S PRESENT AMERICAN 
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MANAGEMENT IS ATTEMPTING TO FOCUS THE ENERGIES OF ALL 
RUSSIAN SERVICE EMPLOYEES ON THE PRIMARY TASK OF THE RADIO, 

WHICH IS PRODUCING GOOD BROADCAST JOURNALISM. 

E) ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO REPEAT NO CONCRETE EVIDENCE THAT 
OUTSIDE FORCES HAVE ATTEMPTED TO EXACERBATE TENSIONS IN RUSSIAN 
SERVICE, IT SEEMS REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT THE SOVIETS AND/OR 
THEIR EASTERN EUROPEAN ALLIES WOULD HAVE INTEREST IN DOING SO. 
MEDIA CAMPAIGN IN WEST ALT. BOEING THAT RUSSIAN SERVICE IS TROUBLED 
BY ANTI-SEMITISM COULD HELP TO ERODE ESSENTIAL SUPPORT FOR 
RADIOS IN U.S. CONGRESS AND IN FRG. MOREOVER, ADVERSE WESTERN 
MEDIA COVERAGE WOULD FUEL ON-GOING SOVIET PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST RADIOS AT TIME WHEN CSCE FOLLOW-UP CONFERENCE IN BELGRADE 
IS ABOUT TO RECONVENE.GILMORE 
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